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presented. Now the presenting of this appearance is an
adjective of the stick as an independent reality. The
stick which is really straight really presents the appearance
of being bent It does not merely appear to appear
bent: it really appears so. Given the psychological and
psychophysical conditions of its presentation, it is part of
its independently real nature that it should wear this
appearance. But the apparent bend is not a qualifica-
tion of the independently real stick. It is a qualification
of a total object constituted by the real stick so far as it
is present to consciousness and also by certain other
presented features which are due merely to the special
conditions under which the real stick is apprehended.
Mere appearance is in no sense an adjective of the cogni-
tive subject. The person to whom a straight staff appears
as bent when it is partially dipped in a pool is not himself
apparently bent on that account, either bodily or mentally.
He who imagines a golden mountain is not himself the
appearance of a golden mountain : his psychical processes
are not apparently golden or mountainous. The existence
of mere appearance is not that of a psychical fact or event
except in the special case where the real object thought
of happens to be itself of a psychical nature.

In the second place, the distinction between mere
appearance and reality is relative to the special object we
are interested in. In ordinary sense-perception we are
interested in the objects perceived so far as they have a
constitution independent of the variable conditions bodily
and mental of the perceptual process. Contrast this with
the special case of a beginner learning to draw from
models. For him what in ordinary sense-perception is
mere appearance becomes the reality. He has to repro-
duce merely what the object looks like from the point of
view at which he sees it. And he finds this a hard task.
The visual presentation is apt to be apprehended by him
as having qualifications which do not belong to its own
independent constitution, but are merely due to the
conditions of his own psychical processes in relation to it.
His established habit of attending only to physical